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Purpose: 

 

This document gives guidance on how the DRYA HRB uses handicaps from other areas to 

develop a handicap for a DRYA boat. 

 

 

Background: 

 

The DRYA HRB typically uses 6 other PHRF group’s handicaps to help determine handicaps for 

boats without significant race data. 

 

These areas are PHRF Lake Michigan, Lake Erie PHRF, Eastern Long Island Sound (YARLIS), New 

England PHRF and Narragansett Bay PHRF.  Occasionally Lake Huron PHRF is utilized. 

 

Methodology: 

 

Establish the DRYA boat being handicapped is identical to the boats in the other area.   

 

• Are there variants of this design? 

• Are the base configurations between DRYA and other areas identical? 

• Did you get a PHRF certificate from the other region to verify dimensions? 

 

 

Establish the validity of the handicap beyond what is listed in the US Sailing PHRF book 

 

• How many boats race with spinnakers and race competitively? 

• When was the last time any of these boats raced competitively? 

• Conversations with other Chief Handicappers to get their feeling on how “good” 

the handicap is. 

 

Develop a comparison fleet to determine if the area in question has different handicaps for key 

“benchmark” boats like C&C 35 Mk1, J 35, etc.  The objective is to ensure that the handicappers 

understand if the other area is offset from DRYA.  (LM PHRF is thought to be 3 sec/mi faster that 

DRYA – so their C&C 35 MK 1 would rate 126 where DRYA rates them at 129)  This offset then is 

applied to the boat under consideration. 

 

I expect over time the HRB will develop a standard offset for these 6 areas, but until 

such time, the class handicappers should develop their own offset and use it in their 

analysis. 

 

Utilize as many of the 6 areas as possible that have reasonably “good” handicaps to develop a 

proposed handicap for the DRYA Boat. 

 

Document all your work! 


