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Recent developments in the sail making industry have brought forth a new sail type that is not presently 

accounted for as a legal sail under either ISAF or DRYA Section 15 regulations.   The dimensions of these 

sails do not fit into the measurements required to be classified as either a spinnaker or a headsail and 

have thus been deemed by some as ‘Tweener’ sails.   Last year, ORR included these sails in their VPP-

based rating scheme, classifying them as a new type called ‘Large Roach Headsail’ (LRH).   

The HRB wants DRYA members and sailors to be informed on the current state of these sails within the 

DRYA rating scheme and what we intend to do to try to better accommodate them going forward.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. ORR depiction of a Large Roach Headsail (in blue) vs headsail and asymmetrical spinnaker (in red), along with required 

LRH measurements. 

  



Relevant ISAF, DRYA and ORR definitions: 

Headsail  

Section 15 states that a headsail’s mid girth must be less than 50% of LP for sails with LP greater 

than 1.1*J.  Other restrictions apply to mid girths for headsails with LP less than 1.1*J.   RRS 

defines a headsail as any sail tacked forward of the foremost mast and that has a width between 

the midpoints of its luff and leech that is less than 75% of the foot length. 

Spinnaker 

Section 15 states that the mid girth (Spinnaker half width) must be greater than 75% of the foot 

measurement.  Applies to all types of spinnakers, symmetrical, asymmetrical and Code 0. 

Large Roach Headsail (as defined by ORR) 

Mid girth must be greater than 50% of LP for sails with LP greater than 1.1*J.  The spinnaker half 

width must be less than 75% of the foot measurement. 

J may be greater than the standard J dimension 

Sails in this category must be tacked on the centerline of the boat and measured as both a 

spinnaker and a headsail. Sails in this category must be flown outside any other sails that are 

set.  

ORR also classifies LRH sails as either being ‘spinnaker-like’ or ‘headsail like’ depending on the 

ratio of two measurements taken as if the sail were a spinnaker:  the mid girth to foot.  For sails 

where this ratio (“LRH M-G/Foot”) is closer to 50%, the sail is considered more like a headsail 

than a spinnaker.   For sails where this ratio is closer to 75%, the sail is considered more like a 

spinnaker than a headsail.  

Current State 

For the time being, since these sails fall outside of our current definitions and measurement restrictions 

for both headsails and spinnakers, and since ORR has made these sails legal within their ratings scheme, 

DRYA will support their inclusion in sailing inventories by treating them as over-sized headsails, subject 

to penalties for being oversize with respect to permissible LP measurements, and, where applicable, 

oversize with respect to standard Isp and/or J measurements.  We recognize that these penalties may 

be harsher than what some may deem fair and are working to clarify this situation.   Boats that have a 

sail of this type included in their rated inventory will include the designation “LRHS” on the certificate 

and valid list penalties section. 

Plans 

The Handicap Review Board will work with sail makers, ORR, and our membership to provide a better-

defined mechanism for the inclusion of these sails into Section 15, so that those boats for which they 

might make sense can be fairly rated. 

More information on these sails and ORR’s approach to including them in ratings can be found here: 

https://www.offshoreracingrule.org/images/stories/pdf/Large-Roach-Headsails-in-ORRBJ-Final.pdf 



Please send comments or questions to barbseski@drya.org. 

Respectfully, 

 

Chuck Drummond 

Chief Handicapper 

DRYA 

 


